SCIENTIFIC POLITICS

On the outbreak of the second world war, the political
life of our country was plunged into a crisis which has not yet
been overcome. It was a crisis pregnant with incalculable
possibilities, either for good or for evil. All of a sudden, India
found herself almost within the reach of freedom. But very
few saw the opportunity, because not many in this country
felt the urge for freedom. National independence was the
fashionable ideal, which did not necessarily mean freedom*
Therefore, the revolutionary implications of the war escaped
even most of those Indians who called themselves revolution-
aries and sincerely believed themselves to be so. The most
applauded virtue of sincerity, not fortified by intelligence turned
out to be meaningless. It was sufficiently discriminating to enable
professed revolutionaries to choose the right side in a critical
moment. There were not many in this country to welcome
freedom when it was within reach, because so very few were
consciously pursuing a really liberating ideal, actuated by
emancipating ideas.
Because of that anomaly of her political life, India was
more likely to choose the wrong side in the crisis. Therefore
the crisis which presented her with the unexpected opportunity
of gaining freedom, was also pregnant with great possibilities
for evil. Choosing the wrong side, because of the absence of
the urge for freedom, in a sufficiently large number of people,
India was bound to place herself on the road to slavery, though
holding high the misleading flag of national independence.
There were a few in the country who saw the danger. They,
also realised   that   thanks to a fortuitous   combination -of